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The dissenting opinions of Patrick Henry and others who saw the Constitution as a threat to our

hard-won rights and liberties.
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Everyone is probably familiar with what the Anti-Federalist papers are, and the other reviews do a

great job of explaining this aspect for those who aren't, so there is no great need to do it again.

Needless to say, familiarity with the basic Anti-Federalist arguments and their general themes is

essential to understanding the foundation from which the Constitution arose and the twists its

historical development would undertake. Believe it or not, but strains of Anti-Federalism are

apparent even in today's politics, like the arguments for state power found in debates about topics

like abortion or gay-marriage.The biggest question to ask before buying this book, then, isn't why

the information is important, but why you should pay money for something that can be found for free

online. There are several reasons, for which I give this edition 4 stars:First, it is an accompaniment

to the Signet Classics edition of the Federalist Papers, and has a variety of cross-references to it. If

you have both, it makes the search for certain topics and both sides' arguments in its regard much

easier.Second, it has a great introduction. The problem with approaching the Anti-Federalists

without any editorial priming beforehand (whether from an introduction, a class, or both) is that one

becomes liable to think of the group as nothing but a rag-tag group of guys with as many different

opinions as there are men professing them, whose only point of unity is their opposition to



Federalism. Their negative name--the "Anti-"Federalists--implies this, after all, and Madison himself

tries to play off this point in one of his papers.
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